
The Smithville Landowners Group 

 

October 15, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mayor David Bylsma  
Town of West Lincoln 
318 Canborough Street, 
Smithville, Ontario LOR 2A0  

By email:  dbylsma@westlincoln.ca 

Dear Mr. Bylsma; 

On behalf of The Smithville Landowners Group, please accept this letter as a formal 
request to The Township of West Lincoln and The Regional Municipality of Niagara to 
remove the existing By Pass alignment and its registration on title in the Town of 
Smithville as it currently exists.   

As the Township and Region are aware, The Smithville Landowners in partnership with 
The Township of West Lincoln are working cooperatively in a prescribed process to 
expand The Smithville Urban boundary. Part of that process will establish a new 
Smithville By Pass.  The current By Pass alignment not only severs the Town and its 
land uses and Leisure plex, but also unduly affects the process for establishment of 
land uses and urban expansion.  i.e. the proposed land uses are affected by the existing 
By Pass.   

According to the NGTA Corridor Planning and Environmental Assessment Study, “the 
highway designations in areas that are not being considered for new corridors and are 
not influenced by potential highway requirements adjacent to the study area and 
therefore are no longer of provincial interest, should be revoked”.    The Province 
dropped the need for it when they transferred Highway 20 to the Region and the 
Region’s TMP shows a potential northern by-pass rather than a southern by-pass.  The 
Highway 20 – Bypass of Smithville was listed as an affected highway designation that 
should have been revoked.  The Province Downloaded the By Pass to the Region but 
never removed the By Pass from the title of the affected land.   Attached is a plan 
showing the By Pass and also the OIC that was approved and encumbering the lands 
since 1971. 

mailto:dbylsma@westlincoln.ca


.  
Therefore, we are requesting the Town and The Region approve a Council Resolution 
removing the Current Alignment of The By Pass off the lands within the study area and 
also requesting The Province to remove the Order in Council registered on title.  
 
The Smithville Landowners Group strongly supports a new By-Pass alignment and 
would like to express its support in establishing a new By-Pass Alignment prior to the 
finalization of the urban boundary expansion.  In order to facilitate this new alignment, 
the Smithville Landowners Group by way of this letter is recommending Option 1 with 
modifications and therefore are requesting the municipality to disregard Option 2 as 
proposed by the consultants.   
 
In our opinion Option 1 is preferred as it maximizes the residential land areas.   The 
residential areas are located close to and are an extension of existing residential 
neighbourhoods.  The southern by-pass in Option 2 cuts off the leisure plex from the 
residential community and reduces it size.  Option 1 also consolidates the employment 
lands in one area which creates a more significant employment area to compete with 
other large employment areas in the GTA.    
 
Having a focus on just Option 1 with modifications will allow the consultants, the land 
owners and the municipality to expedite the finalization of the urban boundary 
expansion. 

Yours sincerely, 

  

Tony Miele 

For:  The Smithville Landowners Group 

Attachments 

Cc:   Brian Treble, Director of Planning and Building at Township of West Lincoln - 
btreble@westlincoln.ca 
 
Rino Mostacci, Commissioner of Planning and Development Services for the 
Region of Niagara – rino.mostacci@niagararegion.ca 
 
Phill Lambert Director, Infrastructure Planning and Development Engineering 
Niagara Region – phill.lambert@niagararegion.ca 
 
Richard Vandezande – anatasiagrove@sympatico.ca 
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